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	Rhonda Vendetti                              Steve Wolfe                                                 Cassie Walgren

	Superintendent                                 Director of Educational Services                  Business Manager



											August 6, 2011
Dear Parents:

Based on the results of the Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) that measures reading and math achievement in our district, Florence High School has been placed on school improvement year 2 in math. Florence High School has received this status because it has been unable to meet all the required Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for at least two consecutive years. This means that students in the school are not making sufficient gains on CSAP tests. Fremont RE-2 School District is committed to ensuring that all children reach proficient levels of achievement. Florence High School made all but one AYP target.  The chart below details Florence High School’s performance as it relates to the state average.

	CSAP Comparison
(Percent partially proficient, proficient and advanced)

	
	
	Math

	Florence High School
	
	62.6%

	Colorado state average
	
	70.0%











	2010 AYP (most recent data available)

	Florence
High
School
	Reading
Percent partially proficient, proficient and advanced.
Goal: 89.83%
	Math
Percent partially proficient, proficient and advanced.
Goal: 73.5%

	Student Group
	School
	State
	School
	State

	All
	94.37
	91.29
	73.95
	69.1

	White
	94.74
	94.96
	75.14
	79.14

	Economically Disadvantaged
	89.98
	84.41
	64.96
	50.98




Florence High School has taken multiple steps to help ensure that all of our students succeed academically, such as:
• Title I and classroom teachers are trained to provide additional math instruction for any student who is not at grade level 
• One half-time instructional coach who works directly with teachers to continually improve teaching; concentrating on reading and math and writing
• Increased mentoring support for new staff to help increase knowledge of curriculum, effective teaching strategies, and administration and use of district assessments.
• Extensive data review to determine what our students do well and need to do better so that we can appropriately focus instruction. 
• Multiple plans to improve instruction. These plans include newly established math interventions, utilizing evidence based resources

The school district is also providing support to Florence High School in our efforts to improve student achievement:
• For the past year we have developed detailed School and District Improvement Plans that include specific professional development facilitated by skilled consultants aimed at improving student achievement especially with students who face challenges in learning at Florence High School.
• The Fremont RE-2 School District is working to closely align instruction and assessment to the state standards and is helping Florence High School, to become more data driven (meaning using actual student achievement data to help teachers make decisions about what to teach and how). 

Despite the gains made by Florence High School, the school has not met Adequate Yearly Progress
and is required to offer you the opportunity to transfer your student to another public school in the
same school district or to a nearby district that is not on School Improvement. However, there is only
one high school in our district, which prevents us from being able to offer a school choice option
within our district. Other districts within reasonable traveling distances currently are unable to enter
into an agreement to accept students from our school. Since our school did not meet the expected
level of performance, Fremont School District is required by law to inform our parents of the choice
option, even though there is not an option for choice at this time.  Florence High School provides
other types of services for our students. Some students are eligible to participate in tutoring. Many
teachers are holding additional teaching sessions for struggling students. Some students needing
extra support in math are participating in a variety of interventions.

How can you become involved in addressing our academic challenges? Parents can assist students by working with their students on schoolwork, attending parent conferences and making sure their children attend school daily. Also, you may take advantage of one of the opportunities for more personal involvement. These include: 
􀂃 Attending school and district accountability meetings 
􀂃 Becoming a parent volunteer at Fremont Middle School 
􀂃 Becoming involved with our PTO.
􀂃 Attending school sponsored activities like Open House, Family Nights and student performances
􀂃 Talking with your child’s teacher about other ways you can help in the classroom and at home. 

Those of us at Fremont RE-2 School District want you to be able to make an informed choice about Public School Choice. Please contact Steve Wolfe at 784-2514 or your building administrator, Brian Schipper, at 784-2752, if you have any questions regarding services extended to your child. 

Respectfully, 



Steve Wolfe
Director of Educational Services
Fremont RE-2 School District
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